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Yu-tang’s epic of Chinese life proves to be both clever and
wise. For reading the story of the Yao family serves to
whet the appetite of the readers for the equally absorbing
stories of the other families. Undoubtedly, having been so
auspiciously introduced, “Moment in Peking” will easily
lead the list of “best sellers” in the Shanghai book mart.

Indeed, The China Digest Incorporating Spotlite is a
well-edited and well-printed magazine. That it enjoys a
big sale at C$8 per year and 80c. per copy is attested by
the large number of advertisements in each issue. For
January, 1940 a total of 32 advertisements, large and small,
appeared in the magazine under review. It is curious to
note ‘that of this number 20 ads were Japanese and 12 non-
Japanese. In view of the fact that the advertisements of
Japanese business firms represent over 60 per cent, of all
the ads in a single issue and that most of the Japanese ads
are either full-page or half-page cuts, the Japanese adver-
tisements have regularly contributed a major share to the

. cost of the publication.

‘Since The China Digest Incorporating Spotlite is edited
and published by an American, it is generally assumed that
it maintains an attitude of absolute-neutrality with no axe
to grind. .
January issue, The China Digest seems to be not a pro-
Chinese publication. To be sure, The Chine Digest, as it
is, does not hold a strictly neutral view in its editorial

aantants far 4k

From the ahove survey of its contents for the

The Literary Magazines in Shanghai

By HENRY H. HUANG (¥ ®3é&%)

SHANGHAI was the center of literature of China. Three

or four years ago many magazines were printed in
Shanghai. They had a great number of readers all over
the whole country. At that time the famous writers gather-
ed in this place. They wrote splendid articles, novels,
shert stories, poems and ‘many other types of literature. In
the altar of literature there were many arguments about the
principles as well as the.methods of thinking and writing.

“The flower of literature seemed quite beautiful and fragrant.

at that time. But now it faded.

When the Sino-Japanese War brcke out, most writers
went to every cornexr of China: Some went to Shanghai,
some went to Chungking, some went to Kweilin, some went
to Changsha and some went to Kweiyang. The flood of
literature flew to inland cities and stopped and irrigated tie
uncivilized inland places. So the inland cities became very
vivid day by day. B

When our army did not leave Shanghai, we did have
many magazines in this place to encourage the soldiers.
“the people and the foreign friends; but after that the
magazines moved to inland/cities to continue their work of
encouraging the people. There were many reasons why
the magazines could not continue their printing in Shang-
hai. First. Shanghai was ‘“conquered” by cur invader
and the territory around the Settlement and Concession was
temporariiy occupied by our relentless enemy. Secondly
the inland cities needed such magazines to make the people
wake up. The force must be scattered widely. Thirdly
our-enemy did not permit us to print “propaganda maga-

" policy, especially when it endorses views and opinions:

foreigners do not know what they ought to read aba

"the inalienable rights and legitimate claims of China.
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support of Japan’s aggressive policy in China: Japy
firms continue to dominate the list .of its ‘advertisers.

At present, people in Europe and America are tak,},
an increasing interest in Chinese affairs. It is altogeth
fitting and proper to keep them correctly informed and we
posted on men and events in China. Unfortunately, mq

China. Some journalistic adventurers ‘have seized |
chance to spread malicious propaganda abroad to the des:
triment of the innoccent Chinese. Thus, China’s forei
friends have right along been spoon-fed with one-sided news
editorials and articies that smack of a-strong anti-Chine
feeling in an attempt to create an unfavorable impressiof
of the Government authorities of leading Powers and sway
public opinion among the people of foreign countries agai‘n}li

Under such conditions, it becomes all the more neces
sary to furnish foreign readers news and views on all phases
of Chinese life without bias or prejudice. For this reaso
an impartial magazine of condensed articles on China fills
long-felt and war-present need. By so deing, a magazin

like the China Digest

can perform an important mission ol
international interpretation. It is a real opportunity o
distinct service not only to China and the Chinese but th

Government and people of other countries as well.

zines!” in this place. Thcough there were these three reasons -
a few magazines still remained in Shanghai and some new
newspapers and magazines were born. The only reason .
was that Shanghai still belongs to China, the people in
Shanghai still have to struggle with their environment. But
what is good to us is bad to our enemy, so our enemy asked
the government of Settlement and Concession to abolish -
such newspapers and magazines, and the literary condition -
of Shanghai became wcrse and worse.
To this day, all the magazines in Shanghai are very poor ..
both in contents and in economic condition. The number
of readers cf magazines is very small. The “Lu-Sin Wind”
was the best magazine that appeared in Shanghai after the -
Sino-Japanese war had broken out, but it could not last long. *
and after the 19th volume it was stopped by the authorities =
of the Settlement. “Pao Sheng” was also ‘a very good - :
magazine, but it was cut many months ago. !

Now, the‘ 3
magazines now being published in Shanghai may be classi- .
fied into three classes: - ' '

First kind of magazine is managed by youths who are:

very patriotic and have most advanced thoughts. They are
not afraid of the bad environment. They speak what they
want to and have to speak. They think that-China must =
resist her enemy until there is not one enémy in our terri-
tory. They think that between China and Japan no peace .
<an be taiked about unless Japanese go back to their own
country immediately. They carol the brave Chinese soldiers.
in the battiefield; they fight traitors of China; and they
lift off the cover of the existing darkness of Shanghai. In
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CHINA CARRIES ON

WARTIME STUDENT LIFE

Student ‘life in China is now on a
wartime basis. The widespread destruc-
tion of universities and schools has
shifted the cultural center of China into
the interior. Thousands of students and
professors have migrated from the coast
to the western provinces.

As we visualize conditions in.China
today, there are at least three different
scenes of student life, First, among the
schools and universities which have
found their new home in the western
provinces. Secondly, among the thou-
sands of students congregated in foreign-

" protected areas like Shanghai and Hong-
kong. Thirdly, among those who remain
in the so-called ‘“occupied” areas, especi-
ally Peiping.

The major seene of student life in
China today is among the schools and
universities that have moved into the

. Chungking and Chengtu have suddenly
interior.. Cities like Kunming Kweiyang,
become the new seats of higher learn-
ing.

Pefore the war broke out in 1937,
Kunming had only one struggling uni-
versity with less than 200 students. But
during the last two years, the war has
~ brought six other important universities
and colleges to Kunming and its vicinity.
The total college population has now
been pushed up to 7000. Other students
come from all over China, including Pei-

ping, iTientsin, Shanghai and'Canton. In

the whole province of Kweichow, there
was not a single college betore the present

hestilities. At present, Kweiyang can
boast of one full-fledged university and
two important medical “colleges.
Chungking can also look to Sha Ping
Pa, about ten miles from the city, as its
educational center. There are - seven
universities and schools with a total en-
rclment of well over 5000 students. They
include the famous National Central Uni-

versity from Nanking and the Nankai

Middle School from iTientsin, Chengtu
has also added six universities ‘and col-
leges, besides the original National Sze-
chuen University and West China Union
University. Four of these . “refugee
institugions” are temporarily using the
campus of the latter in Hwa Hsi Pa.

Needless to say, most of these uni-
versities and colleges suffer from the lack
of adeguate buildings and other faciiities.
For instance, the National Central Uni-
versity in Chungking, the Hunan-Yale
Medical College in Kweiyang and the
National Southwest Associated Univer-
sity in Kunming have put up tentporary
matsheds or mud-brick houses for their
classrooms and dormijtories. The Na-
tional Central University completed the
construction of 50 bujldings in the record
time of only 40 days. These are all
nestled on a little hill within the com-~
pound of Chungking University in Sha
Ping- Pa.

The migration of these universities

and colieges from the Peiping-Tientsin ‘

area and the coastal cities has brouglit
a new lease of life to the cultural develop-
ment of these interior cities. The “down-
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river” students are often quite modern,
smart, and move at & quick pace. Men-
students usually mix. quite freely with
their fellow women-students. The. English
language is freely and quite fluently used
among many. Thelr costumes and habits'
trequently appear odd to the natives.

This has created the difficult problem ;
of proper adjustment betwen the local
students and those from outside. It is
common to hear naive remarks by the
local students that, if it were not for: the
influx of these “dcwn-river” people, there
would probably be no. air raids, no
cholera epidemic, and the prices would
not soar so high. But, on the whole, the
situation is working. all to the good. The
“down-river” students have quickened the
tempo of the local students and ‘given a
healthy stimulus to the lifting of their
general scholastic standards.

The migration has also brought
about a close relationship between -the
faculty and students. Some of the uni-
versities have moved into the interior. in
big groups, including students .and
facuiiy and even some families, During
the long march of the Temporary Uni- -
versity from Changsha to Kunming, t
National Chekiang University from
chow to Yi-san, and the University of
Nanking from Nanking to Chengtu, the:
faculty members - and students had to
travel together and many pro!essors have -
won the respect and confidence of the
students. When these institutions settled
down in the interior, the professors nad
again to crowd under the same roof with
the students and to stand shoulder to .
sheulder with them in overcoming various
difficulties. The system of part-time pro-
fessors—that is, : professors teachlng
simultaneously in severa.l universities—is
no longer possible in this change of en-
vironment.

a word they dare to face facts and do
not want to escape from their re-
sponsibilities. The most famous ones of
this kind of magazines are “the News of
Literature”, “the Literary Tide” and “the
Red Leaves”. The “News of Literature”
is managed by the most famous writ-
ers  in present Shanghai. In this
" magazine there are mainly the news of
Chinese writers, their daily lives as well
as their writings, and the informations
of the literary organizations in the
inland cities and Shanghai. Besides these
Jghere are poems, essays,. short stories
an¢ the comments on moti?n pictures
and dramas. The volumes’ are very
thin but their Qontzents are good. Tt is
a half-monthly and '’ has several thou-
sands of readers.

The  ‘““Literary+ Tide” includes
editorials, poems, short stories, essays
and novel. Besides these there is the
literary report, a newly popularized type
of literature. . The writers of this
magazine gre well-known to Shanghai

‘managed by the

readers though including new writers. I
think this magazine is next to the former
“Pu-Sin Wind”. The “Red Leaves” is
a newly published magazine. It con-
tains the translations of Soviet litera.

ture, the short stories describing the

darkness of Shanghai and proses which
fight remnant feudalism violently.

The second kind of magazines con-
tains translations of foreign magazines
especially those printed in America. The
most famous ones are “the West wind”
“the Universe”, and “the World THhings”.
They do not talk about the war in our

country. Though they exist in China .

they do not visualize that - the Sino-
Japanese War is still going on. These
magazines, however, have a large num-
ber of rveaders. “The Universe” is
“oldest” writers of
China. They do sometimes talk about
the war but they dare nqt say every
thing about the war.

The third kind of magazines is de-
voted to “pure literature”.  The most
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famous ones are “the Literary Culture”,
“the South Wind” and “the Literary
Pen”. They translate the poems of
Shelly and many best writings of the
world. But those writings have nothing
to do with the war. Though they may
have certain value, yet the writers may
devote their time to better use than im-
port foreign ideas of no great ‘moment.
I; seems that China is still in the state
of peace. “The Literary Pen” is much
better than the other two. It sometimes
describes the bravery of fighting and
pitterhess of Shanghai people; but it
also wastes ability and time in “pure
literature”.

It is very unforfunate that the good
magazines can not last long while the
poor magazines can have a greater
number of readers. The erofic
magazines still abound in the bookshops
of - Shanghai. Many youths have . been
misled by them. Though there was’ an
anti-erotism movement in. the Shanghai.
literary world, yet the result is dis-

appointing. -



